	
	
	



	
	
	



Press Kit – Martin Spitznagel
Thank you for your interest in my music. Included in this press kit are my biography, booking and contact information, discography, awards, and promotional photos. I look forward to working with you.
-Martin Spitznagel


 

Biography
Martin Spitznagel has been hailed as a remarkable, astonishing, and “face-melting” musical talent. His flying fingers and sparkling repertoire have left audiences across the country enthralled with America’s first popular music, Ragtime.
Whether performing the masterworks of Scott Joplin or the score to Star Wars, Martin is truly at home on the piano bench. He found success early, winning a Yamaha Disklavier at the age of 14 in Calliope Media’s nationwide Crazy for Ragtime competition. His entry, chosen from the hundreds of submissions by a panel of judges that included world-renowned violinist Itzhak Perlman, coincided with the centennial of the birth of ragtime music in 1897.
Despite this early success, Martin was largely self‐guided until 1998, when he met Eastman School of Music pianist and pedagogue Dr. Tony Caramia, who challenged him to “find the surprise” in every performance. Under Caramia’s tutelage, Martin flourished, developing a keen ear for melody, a gift for improvisation, and a talent for composition.
In the years since, Martin has performed across the country at venues large and small, including featured performances at the Scott Joplin International Ragtime Festival in Sedalia, MO and the West Coast Ragtime Festival in Sacramento, CA.
Awards for composition include "Best New Rag" in the 2007 and 2011 at the World Championship Old‐Time Piano Playing Contest, first place in the 2010 Scott Joplin Foundation’s worldwide “Train Town Rag” composition contest, as well as a Bronze International Galaxy Award and a Platinum MarCom Award for "Best Original Score" for PerformTech Inc.'s holiday e-card. 
In 2011, Martin was selected as the Scott Joplin Foundation’s Artist in Residence, and in May he claimed the title “World Champion of Old-Time Piano Playing ” at the World Championship Old-Time Piano Playing Contest in Peoria, IL.
In addition to his musical pursuits, Martin holds a B.A. in Creative Writing, a Certificate in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, and an A.S. in Filmmaking. This diverse skill set has enabled him to work on everything from a documentary film about polio with "St. Elmo’s Fire" screenwriter Carl Kurlander to composing award‐winning orchestral scores for short films and animations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Martin currently works as an instructional designer, writer, and filmmaker in Pittsburgh, PA, where he lives with his wife and three children Parker (5), Declan (3), and new baby Lydia. He looks forward each day to the opportunity to reach new audiences with the music that has given him so much joy.
Booking Information
Please direct booking and other contact inquiries to:
Martin Spitznagel
824 Fruithurst Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15228-2566
412-779-7526
martin.spitznagel@gmail.com

Discography
	Album Title
	Released
	Duration
	Price Per Unit

	All Keyed Up (with Willliam McNally)
	1998
	67’34”
	N/A

	Tricky Fingers
	2007
	56’34”
	$15

	Handful of Keys: Face-Melting Ragtime Performed by Martin Spitznagel
	2011
	73’39”
	$20

	Three’s Company
	2014
	72’
	$20


*All albums are available on compact disc at http://www.martinspitznagel.com
Awards
	Year
	Awarding Organization
	Award

	2011
	Old-Time Music Preservation Association
	World Champion, Old-time Piano Playing

	2010
	Scott Joplin Foundation Composition Contest
	Best Original Composition, “The Train Town Rag”

	2010
	Bronze International Galaxy Award
	Best Original Score, “PerformTech Holiday e-Card”

	2009
	Platinum MarCom Award
	Best Original Score, “PerformTech Holiday e-Card”

	2007
	World Old-Time Piano Playing Contest
	Best Original Composition, “Red Elephant Rag”

	1997
	Calliope Media, “Crazy for Ragtime” 
	Best Arrangement, “Slap Happy Rag”
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